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The 29th International Ankara Jazz Festival Begins on November 13... 
#colorsofjazz

Marking the 30th anniversary of the Jazz Society, the 29th International Ankara Jazz Festival will take place between November 13 and 30, 2025. The 17-day festival will feature concerts, talks, free exhibitions, and educational events at important venues in Ankara. 

The festival is supported by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Türkiye, the Metropolitan Municipality of Ankara, the Municipality of Çankaya, and many other international institutions and organizations. 

The festival, which will host successful names in jazz and world music, will kick off with a Press Opening on the evening of Thursday, November 13, 2025, followed by events for the audience. Özlem Oktar Varoğlu, Chair of the Jazz Society and Festival Curator, will present plaques of appreciation at the meeting, which will be attended by representatives of the supporting institutions and organizations. 

The Press Opening and Plaque Ceremony, to which all members of the press are invited, will be followed by a concert featuring Fahir Atakoğlu feat. Volkan Öktem, Alp Ersönmez, and Seçil Akmirza on Thursday, November 13, 2025, at 20:30 at the Ankara HiltonSA. 

In celebration of the Jazz Society's 30th anniversary, the theme of the 29th International Ankara Jazz Festival has been set as #colorsofjazz. The festival program will feature projects representing every color of jazz. 


29th International Ankara Jazz Festival Press Conference and Concert
Date:           	Thursday, November 13, 2025
Time:            	19:30 Opening Speech and Program Presentation
	             Award Ceremony and Cocktail Reception
	       	20:30 Fahir Atakoğlu feat. Volkan Öktem, Alp Ersönmez, Seçil Akmirza Concert
Venue:		Ankara HiltonSA

*All members of the press and festival sponsors are cordially invited to attend with their partners. *

29th International Ankara Jazz Festival Program:

November 13, 2025, Thursday – Ankara HiltonSA
19:30 – Press Opening and Plaque Ceremony 
The 29th International Ankara Jazz Festival program begins with a presentation and the awarding of plaques to supporting institutions and organizations.
20:30 – Fahir Atakoğlu feat. Alp Ersönmez, Volkan Öktem, and Seçil Akmirza
We have been waiting to welcome Fahir Atakoğlu and his band back to the Ankara Jazz Festival for a long time, and this year their concert will meet jazz lovers.

November 15, 2025, Saturday – Samm's Bistro
20:30 – İlayda Hatipoğlu Quartet
İlayda Hatipoğlu is a very young and talented jazz artist who won the “Perform at the Ankara Jazz Festival” award at the Nardis Jazz 20th Young Jazz Musician Competition. We look forward to seeing you there to meet her as she gives her first concert in Ankara with her own band.

November 19, 2025, Wednesday – Salata Retro
[bookmark: _Hlk213242704]20:30 – Polish – Turkish Jazz Concert | Tribute to Janusz Szprot
	 Janusz Szrom, Sibel Köse, Bogdan Hołownia, Wojciech Pulcyn, Monika Bulanda
We honor Janusz Szprot, the renowned pianist, composer, and arranger who made significant contributions to jazz music in Turkiye and helped nurture many Turkish jazz artists.

November 21, 2025, Friday – Turkish American Association
18:30 – Hi-Fi and Jazz | Numan İnal, Asım Uysal, Levent Ekmekçioğlu
Hi-Fi and Jazz | Numan İnal, Asım Uysal, Levent Ekmekçioğlu
The conference will provide information about hi-fi systems and components and discuss why jazz should be listened to on a good hi-fi system.
20:30 – Bilal Karaman “Manouche a la Turca”
Blending the free spirit of Gypsy jazz with Türkiye's multicultural heritage, Karaman will perform both his own compositions and original arrangements of popular classics. He will be accompanied by a quartet of Türkiye's most distinguished musicians.

November 22, 2025, Saturday – Turkish American Association
19:30 – Perspective on Jazz Writings Book Presentation
We celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Jazz Society with the launch of the book “Jazz Writings: An Interdisciplinary Perspective,” compiled by Kardelen Dalokay and Ulaş Bager Aldemir, which brings together valuable comments from jazz artists and art lovers who have dedicated their lives to jazz.

20:30 – Şenay Lambaoğlu & Tuluğ Tırpan | Mavi’ye Şarkılar
Poems by unforgettable poets, from Omar Hayyam to Nazım Hikmet, from Füruğ Ferruhzad to Can Yücel, are brought back to life through music. The duo meets with art lovers by reinterpreting original works through improvisation.

November 23, 2025, Sunday – Samm’s Bistro
20:30 – Taste Talks – Grapes & Grooves with Serkan Alagök Quartet feat. Meriç Çalışan
One of Ankara's best jazz bands, Serkan Alagök Quartet, will give a spectacular concert with Meriç Çalışan on vocals. At this event, the Taste Talks team will present the Grapes and Grooves project, pairing grapes with jazz music to appeal to your taste buds.

November 24, 2024, Monday – Ankara HBV Beşevler Campus 100th Year Cultural Center 
15:00 – 29th International Ankara Jazz Festival Design Competition Award Ceremony and Exhibition | Ada Cebe Listening Session
We worked with students from the Department of Visual Communication Design, Faculty of Fine Arts, Ankara Hacı Bayram Veli University on this year's poster design for the International Ankara Jazz Festival. Following the ceremony, where the entries will be digitally exhibited and the awards presented at the university, we will listen to a performance by student artist Ada Cebe.

TNovember 25, 2025, Tuesday – Ankara University of Music and Fine Arts
13:30 – Masterclass | Clotilde Rullaud & Alexandre Saada “Resonance and the Living Voice”
Renowned vocalist and flutist Clotilde Rullaud and pianist Alexandre Saada will meet with students for a voice-focused masterclass for singers and instrumentalists.
November 25, 2025, Tuesday – Yaşar Kemal Cultural Center
20:30 – Madeleine & Salomon
With a repertoire of Eastern pop-folk songs spanning the 1960s and 1970s, they raise the poetic flag of freedom in the wind with their refined artistry.

November 27, 2025, Thursday – Ankara University of Music and Fine Arts
13:30 – Masterclass | Techniques for Developing Ideas in Improvisation with T. Şinasi Celayiroğlu 
T. Şinasi Celayiroğlu, who continues to teach jazz and guitar, aims to teach participants how to analyze ideas that arise during improvisation, shape them through patterns, and transform them with variations in his masterclass program titled Techniques for Developing Ideas in Improvisation.

November 27, 2025, Thursday – Last Penny Büklüm
20:30 – Raquel Kurpershoek Quartet
The Spanish-Dutch singer embarks on a musical journey with this new project inspired by the introspective poems of Mexican poet Amado Nervo.

November 28, 2025, Friday – Samm’s Bistro 
20:30 – Elif Canfeza Gündüz Quartet
Elif Canfezâ Gündüz's compositions are reinterpreted with jazz arrangements by master pianist Kaan Bıyıkoğlu, blending traditional Anatolian melodies with modern jazz dynamics.

November 29, 2025, Saturday – Hill151 | Altınel Ankara Hotel & Convention Center
20:30 – Irma Peretti Quintet feat. Aydın Kâhya
The artist, who has performed in various venues and styles, has a repertoire that includes examples of Greek, Balkan, foreign pop, jazz, Latin, and Turkish pop music. At the 29th International Ankara Jazz Festival, she will present an energetic repertoire in the soul and pop jazz styles with guest artist Aydın Kâhya.

November 30, 2025, Sunday – METU KKM Kemal Kurdaş Hall
20:30 – METU Big Band 
 Conductor: Ümit Eroğlu 
 Guest Artist: Yıldız İbrahimova
The orchestra is conducted by Ümit Eroğlu, who has made significant contributions to jazz music in Türkiye and has helped nurture many Turkish jazz artists. We are also welcoming Yıldız İbrahimova, one of our country's most important vocal artists, as a guest artist alongside young musicians, many of whom are her former students.


NEWSLETTER AND PHOTOS
https://www.cazdernegi.org/media/ankaracazfestivali/press-releases

Festival program and detailed information: https://www.cazdernegi.org/festivals/ankaracazfestivali 
For images and questions: selin.demiral@cazdernegi.org 
       +90 549 401 1689 
       +90 539 573 4584
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